Answer the question about each stories. The highlighted section is what needs to be answered
Answer the question with your own thoughts/opinion don’t let it be known that you have taken something from the internet. There are 4 questions
Here is an example of a student work and how I need all the assignment to be done.
And the Moon.." and "The Settlers" included scenes that stood out and impacted me the most. It was interesting to see Spender's conflict with the other men, and how his actions quickly escalated. While I was reading, I kept on thinking about how Spender's life was life on Earth, and if his thoughts about space travel and exploration were more quiet and kept to himself, yet developed with more anger once the ship landed on Mars. There was a specific paragraph that included some of his thoughts about Earth on page 85; "It's simply me against the whole crooked grinding greedy setup on Earth. They'll be flopping their filthy atom bombs up here, fighting for bases to have wars. Isn't it enough they've ruined one planet, without ruining another; do they have to foul someone else' manger? The simple-minded windbags. When I got up here I felt I was not only free of their so-called culture, I felt I was free of their ethics and their customs. I'm out of their frame of reference, I thought. All I have to do is kill you all of and live my own life".  After this section I began to understand Spender's hatred and anger, and out it all kind of erupted at once. Out of all the characters we read about, Spender was the only one who fully put some thought into the Martians and how they would feel and react to humans entering and invading their territory.


1.Post your thoughts here on the first three chapters of The Martian Chronicles.
Now that you have read the stories that followed, do you look back at Ylla and see the story differently?   Did reading this story affect your reading of subsequent stories?
I'm always interested in (read: annoyed by) how these male writers of the Golden Age of Science Fiction (early to mid-twentieth century) can't seem to envision a household that is not stuck in a domestic code based on old fashioned sex roles.  Sigh.

2.Discuss here "The Earth Men" and "The Taxpayer."  I find the taxpayer character particularly relevant in the USA today; this is somebody who feels that everybody else is getting something but he is being left out.

3.Discuss here "The Third Expedition."  When this story was first published as a stand alone story, it was entitled "Mars is Heaven."  The current title only makes sense in the context of the short story cycle.  If Bradbury has used "The Third Expedition" as a title for the stand alone story published on its own, it would not have made as much sense.  Authors often make subtle changes to stories published earlier when they put them into a cycle.
4.Personally, I find the line "But you're not thirsty" one of the SCARIEST lines in literature.


Discuss GENERAL THOUGHTS HERE, as well as the last two chapters in the cycle.  The Fourth Expedition story is one of my favorites--it is beautiful in its sadness.
Do you have any thoughts on the masks?  Remember, I said this story is not about Mars but about humans.

